Pigment dispersion syndrome and pigmentary glaucoma.
Pigmentary glaucoma is a common secondary glaucoma that results from pigment being liberated from the posterior iris with subsequent buildup in the trabecular mesh-work. Following this, there is a decrease in aqueous outflow and resultant rise in intraocular pressure. While this presentation typically occurs in white myopic males, there is a distinct subtype that occurs in patients of African descent. While there are similarities between the races, there are also significant differences in the clinical presentation of pigmentary glaucoma in white patients and patients of African descent. Iris transillumination defects, corneal endothelial pigment accumulation, and a concave iris-common in whites-are typically absent in patients of African descent. The literature is reviewed in order to summarize pigment dispersion syndrome and pigmentary glaucoma.